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HYDRAULIC FRACTURING — SAFETY 
872. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 
Can the minister outline recent documents that highlight the safety of hydraulic fracturing in Western Australia? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 

I thank the member for Geraldton for the question. Indeed, the member for Geraldton understands that we have 
two and a half times the volume of gas onshore as we do offshore. We know how successful our offshore gas 
industry is; just imagine that times two and a half in terms of the jobs and the economic development to 
Western Australia. Members might be aware that a report by the Department of Health was recently tabled in 
Parliament. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, there is a constant drone coming from you down there. Can you 
please stop it now! 

Ms E. Evangel interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth! 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Recently—not today—a report was tabled entitled “Hydraulic fracturing for shale and 
tight gas in Western Australian drinking water supply areas”. I will quote from the report’s executive summary, 
which states that the health risk assessment has — 

… found that, under the right conditions, hydraulic fracturing of shale gas reserves in WA can be 
successfully undertaken without compromising drinking water sources. 

• Firstly, in WA, shale and tight gas reserves have been identified at depths of between two and 
four kilometres below ground level which are a considerable distance below potable ground 
water sources. 

• Secondly, the risks to drinking water sources associated with hydraulic fracturing can be well 
managed through agreed industry and engineering standards, best practice regulation, 
appropriate site selection (including consideration of Public Drinking Water Source Areas) and 
monitoring of the drinking water source. 

That report has been tabled. Just before question time, I tabled another report that has been signed off by nine 
directors general in Western Australia. The signatures are on the first page. These are probably world’s best 
regulations in terms of this new industry. Indeed, the monitoring and the penalties associated with 
noncompliance are probably the most severe in the world. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: It is clear that this is world’s best practice documentation and it is not the only 
documentation on this issue. There have been other significant documents put out across Australia by the 
Australian Council of Learned Academies—the best of the best—the New South Wales Chief Scientist and also 
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency. Even the member for Cannington has stated in this very 
place — 

… there is no reason to suspect that the oil and gas sector is incapable of getting it right. 

I totally agree with the member for Cannington on this occasion. It is very disappointing that the Labor Party’s 
policy platform on hydraulic fracturing implies that the nine directors general have been risky and reckless in 
their approach to regulation of the industry when clearly this is not the case. Unfortunately, the reality is that 
Labor’s policy is not based on science, it will damage Western Australia as an investment destination and, more 
importantly, it will cost jobs. 
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